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) In an era of educational scrutiny brought on by reports
From the Editor woovnves 1 critical of education in this country, the mathematics educa-
Reflections ........ccocevvnevvrecreeneennene. 1 tion leaders felt there was a need to establish criteria or
Letters to the EAitOr eoeeeeeeeoo, 2 standards against which curriculum and student learning
ANNOUNCEMENtS cevveveeeeeereverersrerans 3 can be judged. As a result, NCTM has just published a 260
Profiles 4 page document called the Curriculum and Evaluation Stan-
Reviews dards for School Mathematics. In this article and the next
?Vlews """"" M tl[llds one, Ihor and I refer to this book as the Standards.
nnumeracy - Math [liiteracy an ; . :
its Conseq uye nces Y With my antenna, however aged, still moving
by John Allen Paulos about, I cannot but be struck by how much contro-
Probilen of The menth ) 5 versy and high feeling abound in discussions
Feature Article .. 6 about the teaching of Mathematics. I plead guilty
Computer Mo dellngforOen- """" myself, but, of course, I’'m past that now. How
Ended Mathematics P otherwise could I write these comments? State-
by Reinhold Wappler ments and papers in mathematics journals make
Mictoworlds See tiogp 3 dogmatic assertions and reference other dogmatic
Towards a working defzmtzon """" assertions as authority, and round and round we
Examples: go. Is no one willing to be impressed by how much
gsgioﬁ;itghﬁ_etic Sgltétlé’tri See Editor...on page 24
Billiards Geo Shapes Reﬂections by Thor Charischak
Spiros Connectany
gﬁ?ﬁ?:an Beomete I(;r:};hmg Recently I received my 67th Annual Meeting
Making Faces 4 Patfern Blodks booklet from the National Council of Teachers of
Counter Tool Mathematics (NCTM). On one of the pages is an
Some thoughts on Math Ed 73 ad for a recent NCTM publication Curriculum
\_ ) and Evaluation STANDARDS for School Mathe-

matics. Here’s a quote from the ad:

“Now with the ...STANDARDS you can make a
difference. With this visionary document as your
guide you can help implement a mathematics educa-
tion program that reflects the realities, needs, and

See Reflections...page 20




